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Presidentõs Column 
By Dick Montgomery 

Most of you have already heard the sad news about 

Mike Picard. He passed away on the March 25th from 

cancer. Mike had been under treatment for cancer for 

some time and seemingly had made some improve-

ments after a round of chemo but then he took a turn 

for the worst. Throughout Mikeôs treatment and pass-

ing, his very close friends, Marty Martinez and Lyn 

Julian, kept the San Antonio Armor Brigade mem-

bers, and the Alamo Squadron members informed of 

Mikeôs condition. 

Mike was a member of Alamo Squadron for many 

years before allowing his membership to lapse in mid

-2015. His contributions were numerous. He was 

known as a superior modeler, not only in the armor 

area, but also in Automotives and Sci-Fi/Space. I 

have quite a number of Sci-Fi models in my collec-

tion that took 2nd place awards to Mikeôs 1st place 

winners. I was always very impressed when Mike 

would share information about his Works-in-

Progress, how he was assembling individually linked 

tracks, correcting kit errors, or just sharing work on a 

new project. It was always clear that he was, truly, a 

master modeler. Mike was never slow about sharing 

his techniques or demon-

strating his skills when 

asked to do so at an Ala-

mo Squadron meeting. I 

know that I gained a lot 

from just listening and 

watching the man work. 

To say Mike was gener-

ous with his modeling 

knowledge is an under-

statement. 

Mike was a ñregularò at 

ModelFiesta, serving as a 

judge and also 

Head Judge, but 

also as a ven-

dor. He was 

always very 

supportive of 

the clubôs ef-

forts to put on a 

good show and 

he was very un-

selfish with his 

time and talent. 

In fact, Mike 

attended Mod-

elFiesta 35 on 

Feb 20, 2015 

and operated as 

a vendor. Even in poor health and certainly feeling 

weak, Mike continued to enjoy some aspect of the 

hobby and continued his support of Alamo Squadron. 

How can Mike be characterized?  He was a good and 
loyal friend, supporting his buddies, and displaying a 
polite demeanor toward acquaintances. He spoke 
kindly of his friends and didnôt bother with speaking 
ill of those who displayed less than friendly behavior 
toward him, and there were very few of these people 
as Mike was universally respected. He had a sharp 
sense of humor and displayed it frequently, much to 
the delight and pleasure of those around him. He was 
honest and trustworthy. He displayed a gentlemanly 
sense of decorum when disagreeing with someone, 
but he was not shy in expressing his mind. He was a 
highly skilled modeler, but it was his artistic nature, 
as seen through his modeling, that was significant.  In 
short, Mike Picard was a gentleman and a scholar, a 
friend and cohort, a teacher and learner wrapped up 
into one person, and he will be missed. 
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