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Have Yourself  a Very Gundam Holiday!  
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Presidentõs Column 
By Dick Montgomery 

Presidentôs Message ï December, 2016 

The December meeting (Dec 1st) is rapidly approach-

ing and that means a significant shift in the meeting 

agenda. Itôs celebration time and we will forego the 

WIP and monthly contest, saving those activities for 

the January meeting. Our primary activity at the De-

cember meeting has been the White Elephant Gift Ex-

change and the sharing of snacks, food, and beverage. 

The club will provide some soft drinks, ice, and cups. 

Each member is requested to bring ñsnackageò for 

five people. Bringing chips? Please bring a sufficient 

amount for five persons. Bringing little sausages? 

Please bring a supply sufficient for five people. 

Bringing a sheet cake? Well, certainly that will handle 

more than five. Weôll also have some paper towels, 

plastic-ware, and paper plates on hand. 

The White Elephant Gift Exchange is always enter-

taining. Please bring a hobby-related item, wrapped to 

conceal the contents. If you bring kids, friends, 

spouse, etc, please bring a gift for each so that they 

can participate in the Gift Exchange as well. We al-

ready have a small supply of extras but a few more 

would not hurt. The rules of the Exchange will be ex-

plained at the meeting and most of you have partici-

pated in this activity before, so you know how it 

works. 

At the end of the evening, it is suggested that any un-

claimed gifts be collected and donated to the IPMS 

Support the Troops program. I can get them mailed 

off to the Director of the program so that they can be 

redistributed prior to Christmas. If you wish to donate 

your White Elephant gift at the end of the program, 

Iôll be happy to add it to the ñdonationò box. 

We must conduct some business prior to the festivi-

ties. There is an amendment to be considered. The 

amendment was presented to the membership at the 

November meeting. We will provide the Constitution 

Review Committee some time to summarize the 

amendment and to address any questions regarding 

the proposed wording, and then conduct a vote. The 

vote, by rule, is limited to those dues-paid members 

who are present, and requires a 2/3 majority vote to 

pass. The amendment will be shared with the mem-

bership via email prior to the meeting. Please note 

that the proposed wording has already been shared in 

November, 

shortly af-

ter the No-

vember 

meeting, 

but we will 

share it 

again. 

Please remember to drop by the Reception Desk at 
Northside Ford and express your thanks to the Recep-
tionist for the use of the Conference Room. 

IPMS #14003 
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Club Announcements 

ModelFiesta 36 

As of November 1st we 

are 79 days from Mod-

elFiesta 36, scheduled 

for February 18th, 2017 

at the San Antonio 

Event Center. The theme for ModelFiesta 36 will be 

ñEverything is Bigger in Texas: A Big Model or a 

Big Subjectò. The MF36 committee met in mid-

November and covered such items as venue set-up, 

selection of the awards vendor and tweaking small 

issues with the awards presentation software. The ven-

ue set-up will remain very similar to MF35 with only 

minor adjustments to accommodate the computer and 

data entry team. The club is finding significant savings 

by choosing a new awards contractor for 2017ôs show. 

The next MF36 planning meeting will consist of an-

other full-up, all day test of the awards software in or-

der to make sure all computer data entry and photogra-

phers are comfortable with the software. In addition, 

this second test-run will ensure all problems discov-

ered in the first test-run were successfully addressed. 

This next meeting for the second full-up test will be 

for a limited audience and staff members but will, as 

always, be open to any club member who wishes to 

see how progress is coming with the show. If you wish 

to participate, please reach out to Len Pilhofer and let 

him know. 

 

CALMEX XXXI 

Our good friends in Lake Charles Louisiana have ex-

tended a very friendly invitation for Alamo Squadron 

members to attend their upcoming show in Lake 

Charles. The show will be the 28th of January, 2017 at  

Recreation District One Multipurpose Complex in 

Westlake, LA (just across the river from Lake 

Charles). Last yearôs show boasted 480+ models on 

the table. Letôs get out there and help them break 500! 

Club Internal Contest Themes:  

Dec:  Holiday PartyðNo Contest 

Jan: Model Of the Year Contest 

Feb:  Ford Challenge 

Club Program 

The following is the club meeting program for the rest 

of the ñclub yearò (i.e., up through ModelFiesta 

month): 

December:  White Elephant Gift Exchange 

January:  Ship Building Tips by Lee Washburn 

February:  Automotive Finishing by Paul Barrena 

Bachelor Build Nights 

Craig Gregory and Len Pilhofer are continuing to host 
build nights/meetings for Alamo Squadron members. 
The focus of these meetings is to build models and 
comradery with a secondary goal of watching and 
learning different techniques. There will be no official 
club business at these meetings, only modelers sitting 
with their kit, building it, and talking about any topic 
you desire.  Each build night will run from 5-9 PM. 

Remaining 2016 schedule: 15 December @ Craigôs  

! ƎƻƻŘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ .ǳƛƭŘ bƛƎƘǘ 
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Club Announcements 

Internal Club Contest Results for November 

 

 

 

 

 

Alamo Squadron Model-of-the-Year 

The Alamo Squadron Model Of The Year contest is 

slated for our first meeting of the new year: Thursday, 

5 January, 2017. In this contest, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

place winners from the 2016 monthly contests are in-

vited to bring their winning models back to the contest 

table one more time to compete with the best of the 

best. Alamo Squadron archives (i.e., Lenôs notes) 

show the following winners and their models from 

2016: 

Michael Buckley: C-119 Flying Boxcar, F-86 Sabre 

Carl Allsup: Z-39 

Pete Ortensie: ô56 T-Bird, A-6E Intruder 

Chris Lenahan: FW-190A3 

Charles Stone: JA-39 Viggen, M-1 Abrams 

John Kress: Bullitt Mustang GT 

Rick Stanley: ô63 Corvette Stingray 

Lee Washburn: Liberty Ship 

Dana Mathes: USS Montauk 

Rob Booth: Spitfire PI XIX 

Len Pilhofer: StuG III, Pzr II C, X-Wing Fighter 

 

Since the archives (i.e., Lenôs notes) have known to be 

ñif-eyò from time to time if anyone knows of a win-

ning model they had on the table that is not listed 

above then please go 

ahead and bring it to 

compete. 

Judging will be the 
same as all other 
monthly and quarter-
ly contests and the 
winner will have 
their name engraved 
on the Alamo Squad-
ron Model of the 
Year plaque. 
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