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Presidentõs Column 
By Dick Montgomery 

Presidentôs Message ï February 2017 

Itôs February and those of you who have been an Ala-

mo Squadron member, or who have attended a previ-

ous ModelFiesta, understand what that means. Itôs 

ModelFiesta Time!  ModelFiesta has become one of 

the biggest shows in the IPMS/USA circle, and has 

ranked in the Top Ten nationally for over a decade.  

ModelFiesta has long been more than a model con-

test. It is truly a Modeling Event, complete with ven-

dor tables, modeling demonstrations, skills/techniques 

demonstrations, and often featuring those persons 

who have left their mark on aviation history.  

One of the key factors in the success of ModelFiesta 

is, not surprisingly, participation of Alamo Squadron 

members. Participation can take several forms, and 

the most important of these is to volunteer to pull a 

duty shift or two at the various stations that need 

tending. Serve as a Registrar, or at the General Ad-

mission desk, or perhaps at the Raffle/Door Prize ta-

ble. Volunteer to serve as a judge. Judging is an im-

portant factor in the success of the contest, and it is an 

excellent way to learn how to improve your own 

work.  Volunteer to work on Friday evening, helping 

the vendors who arrive early to haul in their products 

and set up their tables. There are myriad other jobs 

that need tending, some very much behind the scenes 

and very critical to the overall success of the event. 

To repeat a prevalent theme: 

ñPull your own weightò by investing your Time and 
Talent to the event. Please view this event as a ñall 
hands-on deckò activity. Some members will certainly 
have scheduling conflicts, but with some planning, 
perhaps those conflicts can be eliminated and mem-
bers can make themselves available to serve as part of 
the ModelFiesta Team on Friday Night/Saturday. For 
those who make the commitment to be there, I give 

you a hearty (and early) Thank You. Please sign up 
for ñdutyò at the February meeting. 

IPMS #14003 

aƻŘŜƭCƛŜǎǘŀ осΗ 



¢ƘŜ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊτCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

 

о 

Club Announcements 

ModelFiesta 36 

As of January 1st we are 

18 days from Model-

Fiesta 36, scheduled for 

February 18th, 2017 at 

the San Antonio Event 

Center. The theme for ModelFiesta 36 will be 

ñEverything is Bigger in Texas: A Big Model or a 

Big Subjectò.  

 

The MF36 committee met for its first meeting of 2017 

on the 21st of January. Topics such as raffle and door 

prize operations, a budget update, audio/visual re-

quirements, seminar schedule update, judging opera-

tions update, awards package update, as well as a re-

view and final tweaking of the floor plan were all dis-

cussed. 

 

As Dick mentioned in his Presidentôs Column on the 

previous page we are getting close to ñgoò time and 

now is the time to start clearing your calendars for the 

night of 17 February and all day for 18 February. 

Some of you are already identified for key duties and 

the club very much appreciates the contribution of 

your time. For anyone else out there thinking about 

contributing their time we will need help with set-up 

on the night of 17 Feb as well as Admissions and Reg-

istrations during the morning of the 18th. General Ad-

mission is a key area that is our first meeting point 

with the general publicéand especially those who are 

curious about modeling and checking our event and 

club out for the first time. Please consider manning the 

General Admissions desk for an hour or two on the 

18théthis will greatly help the success of the show. 

Also, keep in mind your ability to help judge during 

the afternoon of the 18th. If you are worried about be-

ing a first-time judge and not having enough experi-

ence, please push this worry to the back of your mind. 

You will be teamed up with experienced judges and 

you will learn a great deal about modeling techniques 

in general when you look at other models with a criti-

cal, yet educated, eye. You will become a better mod-

eler as a result.  

 

The ModelFiesta 36 Planning Committee will be hold-

ing one more meeting before the show so keep your 

eyes peeled for the announcements from Len Pilhofer. 

If you feel you have something to contribute or just 

want to learn more about the show we encourage you 

to attend. 

 

Club Internal Contest Themes:  

Feb:  Ford Challenge 

Club Program 

The following is the club meeting program for the rest 

of the ñclub yearò (i.e., up through ModelFiesta 

month):  February: IPMS Reviewer Corps 

Alamo Squadron Model of the Year 

For the second year in a row Dana Mathes ñwalkedò 
away with Best Model of 2016; this year with a 1/35th 
scale, M41A3 Walker Bulldog. See the cover story of 
this issue for a detailed review and pics of this out-
standing armor build.  
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Club Announcements 

Bachelor Build Nights 

Craig Gregory and Len Pilhofer will continue to host 
build nights/meetings for 2017. The focus of these 
meetings is to build models and comradery with a sec-
ondary goal of watching, discussing, and learning dif-
ferent techniques. There will be no official club busi-
ness at these meetings, only modelers sitting with their 
kit, building it, and talking about any topic you desire.  
Each build night will run from 5-9 PM. 

Build night dates for 
the first-half of 2017 
are as follows. All 
dates fall on a Thurs-
day night. If you 
wish to host a BBN 
please let Len or 
Craig know and we 
can add to the dates 
listed here: 

9 Feb  - Craig's 
23 Feb - Len's 
9 Mar  - Craig's  
23 Mar - Len's 
13 Apr  - Craig's 
27 Apr - Len's 
11 May  - Craig's 
25 May - Len's 
8 Jun  - Craig's 
22 Jun - Len's 
 

Model Building Summit Award Program 

Only 2 club meetings remain to enter your completed 

2016-17 Model Building Summit Award projects.   

There are only 2 simple rules: 

- At least the last 25% of the project must have been 

completed since March 2016; measured in hours of 

effort. 

- The completed build must have been shown in a 

WIP or monthly contest at any regular club meeting. 

Current summary: 

 
 

Model Building Summit Award Finale 

The March club meeting will be the finale of the 2016

-17 Model Building Summit Award.  We will be rec-

ognizing those who completed at least 5 builds. It is 

also your last chance to enter your competed builds 

for the 2016-17 period. 

Please bring your 2016-17 build entries to the March 

meeting (not a requirement.) Letôs get a look at what 

everyone has accomplished one last time.  This is not 

a competition; itôs a judge free zone. 

Each modeler who reached the summit (5 builds or 

more) receives a 20% discount coupon from Hill 

County Hobby.  They are also entered into a drawing 

for a model kit.  

Modeler  Builds 

Charles Stone 1 

Craig Gregory 7 

Dana Mathes 4 

Dick Montgomery 4 

Gerardo Escobedo-Sainz 3 

Hayden Reyes 2 

Herb Scranton 3 

Jerry Reyes 3 

John Kress 1 

Len Pilhofer 6 

Mark Smith 1 

Michael Buckley 6 

Mike McKenney 3 

Peter Ortensie 13 

Victor Martinez 2 
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CALMEX 31 Show Report 

Several members of Alamo Squadron attended the re-

cent show, Calcasieu Model Contest and Exposition - 

CALMEX 31, put on by SWAMP - SouthWest Area 

Modelers of Plastic -  in Lake Charles, Louisiana.  

Rob Booth 
102 Aircraft 1938-1945 1/72 scale 

1st ï Airfix Spitfire Mk IXc - Desert Scheme 
2nd ï Eduard Spitfire Mk. IXc - late  

103 1946- Present Single Seat 1/72nd 
3rd ï Airfix Spitfire F Mk 22 

105b Aircraft 1938-1945 Single Engine-Inline 1/48th 
2nd ï Monogram P-40B Tex Hill Markings 

106 Aircraft 1938-1945 Multi-Engine 1/48th 
 3rd ï Hobbycraft P-59A ï Tex Hill Markings 
116 Aircraft Out of Box 
 1st- Meng Ku-4 ñKatsudoriò 
1000 Collections 

3rd- Fujimi Phantom Phamily 
1500 Conversions, Scratchbuilts & Hypotheticals 
 2nd ï Meng Ku-4 ñKatsudoriò 
Charles Stone 
107 Aircraft 1946-Present, Single Seat 1/48th 
 3rd ï SAAB J-37 
108 Aircraft 1946-Present, Mulit Seat 1/48th 
 3rd ï Panavia Tornado 
502 Spacecraft/Science Fiction 
 3rd ï Endangered Bird 
700 Dioramas 
 1st - Panzerkampfwagen 
Dana Mathes 
204 Armor Closed Top AFVôs Thru 1945  
 1st ï Walker Bulldog 
208 Artillery  
 1st ï 155mm Long Tom 
403 Ships Powered Surface ( 1/400 & Larger) 
 2nd ï USS Montauk 
Mike Holsen 
205 Armor Open-top AFVôs & AFVôs w/ Interiors 

2nd ï Humell 
John Kress 
303 Automotive Street Machines, 1949 to Present 

2nd ï ô68 Mustang 

Henry Nunez 
601 Figures (Single) Historic, 74mm & Smaller 
  2nd ï SS Grenadier 
 1st- SS Tank Officer 
602 Figures (Single) Historic, 75mm & Larger 
  1st  ï SS Panzer Grenadier 
800 Vignettes (5 or Less Figures: No Vehicles) 

  2nd ï Combat Engineer 
1600 Group Builds 
 1st- Henry Nunez/Bob Bethea ï Berlin Defense 
 
Special Awards 
Best Armor 
Walker Bulldog ï Dana Mathes 
Best Figure 
SS Panzer Grenadier ï Henry Nunez 
Popular Choice 
SAAB Viggen ï Charles Stone 
Best Of Show 
Walker Bulldog ï Dana Mathes 

Club Announcements 
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Cover Story 
Alamo Squadron Model of the 

Year: M41A3 Walker Bulldog 
Model and Story by  Dana Mathes 

IPMS# 43781 

L 
ike many members of the modeling commu-
nity, I grew up during the Vietnam War.  
While too young to serve in that conflict, the 
media coverage of the day and the deaths of 

men in my town who fought there have left indelible 
memories in my mind.  Recently, I have read several 
books about the Vietnam War to better understand its 
causes and events.  Related to this study, I have mod-
eled a number of vehicles, aircraft, and ships used by 
the American and South Vietnamese militaries which 
fought in Vietnam.  This M41A3 Walker Bulldog tank 
is one of those projects. 
 
The M41 tank was designed as a replacement for the 
M24 Chaffee light tank.  It was intended for recon-
naissance and scouting duties but equipped with sig-
nificant firepower, in this case a 76mm gun.  The de-
velopment of the tank began in 1947.  They were 
manufactured by Cadillac in Cleveland, Ohio and by 
1953 the US Army had them in the field.  Some 
M41ôs were then sent to Korea, where they were field-
tested but saw little combat.  The new tanks proved to 
be reliable but were cramped and noisy gas-guzzlers. 
 

The Walker Bulldog tank was ultimately never used 
in combat by the US Army or Marine Corp.  As a re-
sult is not as well known and is less frequently mod-
eled compared to other US tanks.  But the M41 did 
become something of a movie star during the Cold 
War.  They were used in a number of motion pictures 
and television shows including: To Hell and Back 
(1955), Combat (1962-69), Tobruk (1967), Patton 
(1970), and The A-Team (1983-87). 

Many M41ôs were sold to US allies.  In 1965, they 
were sent to South Vietnam and incorporated into the 
Army of South Vietnam (ARVN).  There they re-
placed the WWII-vintage American tanks which the 
South Vietnamese had gotten from the French.   

Due to the political intrigues of the South Vietnamese 
regimes, for most of the Vietnam War, the M41ôs 
were kept in the major cities as insurance against coup 
attempts.  Only late in the conflict, after the pull-out 
of American forces (known as Vietnamization), were 
the M41ôs called upon to fight in the field against the 
Vietcong and the invading North Vietnamese forces. 

This model depicts a typical ARVN M41 of that late-
war period (1972).  Contemporary photographs show 
them heavily laden with ammunition boxes, baggage, 
and various types of secondary armor (sandbags, 
screen, etc.).  Most of the armored vehicles in Vi-
etnam also carried rolls of chain link fencing that were 
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