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Presidentõs Column 
By Len Pilhofer 

Presidentôs Message ï May 2017 

Greetings Alamo Squadron. It is with great excite-
ment that I am writing you from this part of The Nav-
igator in my inaugural column as President of our 
club. Thank you all for your support during this last 
round of club elections. I am a relative newcomer to 
IPMS and Alamo Squadron so it makes this honor 
even greater...greater that all of you have placed your 
trust in me to lead one of the leading IPMS chapters 
in the country, if not the world, to continued growth 
and greatness. I am not only excited about the coming 
year in our club but I am very excited about our hob-
by in general. While many may bemoan the slow 
death of our hobby...perhaps for many years now...I 
have seen nothing but growth. This growth I am talk-
ing about are the seemingly endless modelers that I 
come across from everywhere from here in San Anto-
nio but in the many, many corners of the world 
brought to all of us via the internet. Each time I bring 
up You Tube to check out one of my favorite model-
ers and see the work they are doing, "The Tube" sug-
gests even more videos of modelers and techniques I 
have not seen before. It never seems to end. On the 
commercial side of things, we keep seeing better and 
better kits year after year. Model companies may have 
changed in the past several decades (Monogram was 
my fave growing up) but no matter the company, 
there are those pushing the limits on what they offer 
in new kits. They are just better...and this makes mod-
el building even more enjoyable. Shall I go on about 
all the tools and finishing products out there? Nah...no 
need to...you get the picture.  
 
Against this backdrop of growth and evolution in our 
hobby I want to bring the best out of San Antonio 
scale modeling and make our little community here in 
South Texas on par with some of the best communi-
ties here in the US as well as around the world. I want 
Alamo Squadron to be known as a place where mod-
elers of any age, interest, or skill can join and be a 
part of a quality educational community. Each of 
these modelers bringing their skills and talents to the 
mix and as a result, all of us becoming better model-

ers. In addition to this journey of learning we build 
friendships that last a lifetime. 
 
Recently I bumped into a gentleman at Hill Country 
Hobby who owned and airbrush but had not used it 
yet. After striking up a conversation I offered to help 
him start. He invited me over to his house about a 
week later and after a couple of hours of hands-on he 
was airbrushing like a pro. I was excited to see a new 
member of our hobby moving up to the next level in 
learning.  

 
I have received comments and requests to grow our 
programs into more robust learning experienc-
es...similar to the Adult Build Classes that we already 
execute on a regular basis. I am excited about these 
ideas and hope to grow them into an overall learning 
program that will be a flagship example for IPMS and 
the greater modeling community. 
 
What I ask of you? If you share my vision of making 
our modeling community a better one I ask that you 
join me. Look for areas you can help...whether it be a 
particular modeling skill you can demonstrate to oth-
ers or your skills in programming html, and thus uti-
lizing technology to reach our members as well as 
future members. We have the potential of being an 
even better club and I invite you along this journey.  
 
~Model On. 

IPMS #49932 
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Club Announcements 

Bachelor Build Nights 

Craig Gregory and Len Pilhofer will continue to host 
build nights/meetings for 2017. The focus of these 
meetings is to build models as well as comradery with 
a secondary goal of watching, discussing, and learning 
different techniques. There will be no official club 
business at these meetings; only modelers sitting with 
their kit, building it, and talking about any topic you 
desire.  Each build night will run from 5-9 PM. 

Build night dates for the first-half of 2017 are as fol-
lows. All dates fall on a Thursday night. If you wish to 
host a BBN please let Len or Craig know and we can 
add to the dates listed here: 

11 May  - Craig's  25 May - Len's 
8 Jun  - Craig's  22 Jun - Len's 
 
More dates to fill out the rest of 2017 will be announced 
sooné 

 
Web Page Bios 

Len Pilhofer is putting together member bios on the 

club web page. This is a way for members to learn a 

little bit of modeling-related information of their club-

mates in order to facilitate the sharing of knowledge 

and techniques in modeling genres and areas. In no 

way is this mandatory and only if you wish to share 

your info with other club members should you partici-

pate. Be aware that whatever we post on the webpage 

is public to the world...there are no security controls 

on our website. Here is a link to the bios already on 

the site: http://alamosquadron.com/members.html 

If you wish to have your bio published please reach 

out to Len at president@alamosquadron.com  

Monthly Contest Schedule 
 
The internal club contest schedule for the rest of the 
Alamo Squadron year (up through the next elections) 
is as follows: 
 

June 2017  Open 
July 2017  Open 
August 2017  Open 
September 2017 Things That Float 
October 2017  Open 
November 2017 That 70s Model 
December 2017 Christmas Party 
January 2018  Model of the Year 
February 2018 Quarterly: TBD 
March 2018  Open 
April 2018  Open 
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